
Local Development Plan Working Group Friday, 17 June 2016

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN WORKING 
GROUP HELD AT COUNCIL CHAMBER - COUNTY HALL, LLANDRINDOD WELLS, 

POWYS ON FRIDAY, 17 JUNE 2016

PRESENT
County Councillor E A York (Chair)

County Councillors PJ Ashton, D O Evans, W J Evans, W T Jones and J G Shearer

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors W J T Powell

1. APOLOGIES LDP5- 2016

Apologies were received from County Councillor W.J. Powell.

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING LDP6- 2016

The Chair was authorised to sign the notes of the last meeting as a correct 
record.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST LDP7- 2016

County Councillor J. Shearer advised she would need to declare an interest if the 
Montgomery Canal was referred to.

4. LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN [LDP] PROGRESS 
AND ACTION PLAN 

LDP8- 2016

The Professional Lead – Planning Policy reminded the Working Group where 
information regarding the LDP Examination process could be found on the 
Council’s website [ http://www.powys.gov.uk/en/planning-building-control/local-
development-plan/ldp-examination/].  All correspondence and documents would 
be kept there.  

The Working Group noted that an exploratory meeting with the Inspector had 
been held on 10th May, 2016 and correspondence had been exchanged.  The 
Inspector’s main areas of concern were in respect of housing.  As a result the 
Inspector had suspended examination to allow the Council to undertake further 
work.  Comments had also been received from the Welsh Government which 
had raised concerns regarding renewable energy.  The Action Plan included the 
work required for both parties.  Monthly progress reports against the Action Plan 
were being sent to the Inspector.  Three weekly meetings were also being held 
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with Welsh Government officers and fortnightly meetings were being held with 
senior officers within the Council.  A review meeting with the Inspector, which 
would be held in public, would be held on 15th September, 2016.  Pre-hearing 
meetings would be held at the end of November, 2016 and the examination 
process would start again.  It was likely that Inspection meetings would take 
place in March 2017.   

It was agreed that the Action Plan/Progress reports would be a standing Item on 
the Working Group’s agendas.

As a result of the work highlighted in the Action Plan the Professional Lead – 
Planning Policy advised that consultation on significant Focus Changes would be 
needed. 

In response to a question the Chair advised that Scrutiny had not been involved 
in the process but it was noted that the Working Group had been in place 
throughout the process.  The Chair advised she would speak to the Place 
Scrutiny Committee Chair.

5. RENEWABLE ENERGY ASSESSMENT LDP9- 2016

The Working Group noted that the renewable energy documents consulted on in 
the period January 2016 – March 2016 had not taken account of the Ministerial 
letter received in December, 2015.  In addition to this, legislation changes had 
now also been introduced and further Ministerial letters had been published since 
March 2016.  In light of these, it was necessary to review the renewable energy 
documents.  

Simon Hartley, AECOM advised that the evidence base was good but no policy 
had been developed as a result of this information.  The Working Group noted 
the development of policies in respect of renewable energies including wind, 
solar and renewable heat.  The Working Group was advised of the suggested 
policies and noted that officers would develop these, once the information from 
the consultant had been reviewed.    

6. DWELLING REQUIREMENT FIGURE LDP10- 2016

The Planning Policy Officer advised that the Inspector had asked that a 
document be produced which clearly explained how the dwelling requirement 
figures had been arrived at.  It was noted that the Welsh Government was now 
asking Authorities to concentrate on the deliverability of plans.  The draft 
document took account of the following issues – an ageing population, migration, 
the recession, previous completion rates for housing developments, the 
increasing rate of pre-applications and completion rates recently experienced 
and the Council’s aspirations.  
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The Chair asked the Working Group to forward comments/challenges on the 
draft document to the officers.

7. EMPLOYMENT LAND POSITION STATEMENT LDP11- 2016

The Working Group noted the concerns raised by the Welsh Government 
regarding employment land supply.  The Welsh Government advised that the 
proposed level within the draft LDP was significantly in excess of take‐up during 
the previous years.  The Senior Planning Officer - Planning Policy advised that 
the Position Statement explained how the proposed level of employment land 
supply had been calculated and that the Council’s corporate strategies were to 
promote longer term sustainable growth and business development.

Officers noted that the research by Growing Mid Wales and Mid Wales 
Manufacturing would be referred to.  It was acknowledged that the lack of step 
up premises was an issue, as was the lack of resources to adapt existing 
building or build new premises.

The Chair asked the Working Group to consider the draft Position Statement and 
challenge the officers on its content.

8. DEPARTURE APPLICATIONS AND HOUSING LAND 
SUPPLY 

LDP12- 2016

It was noted that the Planning, Taxi Licensing & Rights of Way Committee had 
raised concerns regarding the 1.9 year housing land supply and the impact of 
this on it when considering planning applications.  As a result of this, the 
Professional Lead - Planning Policy had drafted a report on the issue and how 
the emerging LDP should be considered when considering planning applications.  

The Professional Lead - Planning Policy would discuss the draft with 
Development Management Officers and would present the report to the 
Planning, Taxi Licensing & Rights of Way Committee.

9. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS LDP13- 2016

The Working Group agreed to the following dates and times:
7th July, 2016 at 2.00 p.m. – Committee Room A
5th August, 2016 at 10.00 a.m. – Committee Room A
5th September, 2016 at 2.00 p.m. – Chamber
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County Councillor E A York (Chair)
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